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Poverty in Canadian Cities

Toronto CMA and 

Scarborough
2015 Census data: Neighbourhood Change CURA
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Working Poverty  in the 

Toronto Region, the City of 

Toronto and Scarborough 
The Toronto Census Metropolitan Area (CMA 
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 A person is a member of the working poor if he or she:

◦ has an after-tax income below the Low Income Measure (LIM), 

◦ has earnings of at least $3,000 a year, 

◦ is between the ages of 18 and 64, 

◦ is not a student, and 

◦ lives independently.
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Working Poor Definition
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Vancouver & Toronto are the 

two richest and poorest cities in Canada
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City of Toronto has most 

working poor in Ontario

January 2015

Neighbourhood Change Research Partnership

www.NeighbourhoodChange.ca

Source: Statistics Canada, 

custom tabulation, T1FF 

tax filer data  2006, 2012
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City of Toronto has most 

working poor in Toronto Region

January 2015

Neighbourhood Change Research Partnership

www.NeighbourhoodChange.ca

Source: Statistics Canada, 

custom tabulation, T1FF 

tax filer data  2006, 2012
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Inner Toronto suburbs have most working 

poor: North York & Scarborough lead

November 1, 2017
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THE LABOUR MARKET – DIFFERENT WORK 
CATEGORIES

Change in Share of Employment, 
Canada

(Richard Florida)



#WorkingPoor

 ‘Manhattanizing’ – working poor finding Toronto less 

affordable place to live 

 Turning into a giant ‘Downton Abbey’ – High paid 

Creative/knowledge class of doctors, lawyers, bankers, 

professors, engineers, other professionals require a 

cadre of working poor to:

◦ Pour coffee

◦ Serve food

◦ Care for children

◦ Clean offices

◦ Do the gardening

◦ Relay documents etc.
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City of Toronto  
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Labour Market in Toronto over past 25 years
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Thank You
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The Metcalf Foundation  &

The Neighbourhood Change 

Community University Research 

Alliance

John Stapleton

openpolicyontario.com

jsbb@rogers.com



Additional slides
Neighbourhood Change

Prepared by the Neighbourhood Change CURA
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